
On May 14th the  National Mobilization of the Territories For Dignity and Sovereignty 
and the Freedom of Chavelo began its march with about 250 marchers from Zambrano, 
Morazán to Tegucigalpa. It is an approximately 40 km (25 mile) march. Funds from the 
Honduran Solidarity Network helped, in part, to transport many of the participants such 
as the campesinas and campesinos of the Aguán Valley and members of COPINH from 
the Lenca indigenous communities in the Department of Intibucá. 
 

 
 
As the group approached the National Penitentiary in Tamara, several military vehicles 
sped to the entrance of the prison and Military Police quickly surrounded the entrance. 
We knew that we were being monitored during our march and this just confirmed it. We 
took it as an opportunity to rest for a moment on the curbside at the entrance, chant anti 
military dictatorship slogans, and take pictures. 
 

 
 
We continued on our way until we reached a large roadside Pupusaria. The owner is a 
supporter of the resistance. She allowed us to stay at the restaurant overnight as she had 
during last years Caminata. The number of marchers increased as we rested, growing to 
over 300. We awoke early the next morning to continue our march to the capital. 
 
As an example of how dangerous a Caminata can be, 30 minutes into the march an 
accident occurred. A motorcycle was speeding along the highway and attempted to pass 
the lead car that was accompanying the march, but it chose to do so on the right hand side 
between the car and marchers. It slammed into the right rear of the car and bounced off 
hitting 2 of our campañeros. The motorcyclist suffered a broken leg and dislocated 
shoulder. One compañero suffered a twisted ankle and a deep gash to a toe and the other 
had a gash on the back of his head from being knocked to the ground. Wilfredo Paz, a 
Libre member of Congress, had his pickup there and it quickly transported the 2 



compañeros to a hospital in Teguz. We stayed with the motorcyclist until the Red Cross 
arrived and transported him.  
 

 
 
When the mobilization arrived in Tegucigalpa there were over 500 marchers, it made its 
way to the Casa Presidential where National Police and Military Police had completely 
gated off the boulevard on all sides, protecting both the Presidential House and the 
Marriot. 

     
 
After the demands of the mobilization were made, it was negotiated with the military 
leadership present that a small group could go to the Casa Presidencial and present the 
demands. In this group were Dunia Perez from ERIC-SJ, Berta Cáceres from COPINH, 
Yony Rivas from MUCA, Hermes Reyes from MADJ, and Merlin Morales, brother of 
political prisoner Chabelo Morales. After meeting with an assistant to JOH, they came 
back to the protestors and announced that a meeting will be scheduled sometime in the 
next 2 weeks to address the issue of Chabelo's freedom directly with JOH. It remains to 
be seen if this will actually take place. No promises were made regarding the other 
demands which include repeal of the mining law, repeal of the Model Cities (ZEDES) 
law, national commitment to address the high rate of femicides, nor of the passing of the 
Integral Agrarian Law. 
 

 



 
To close the plantón near the Casa Presidencial, renowned Honduran singer and 
resistance activist Karla Lara sang  a song of resistance that animated the crowd to 
continue the march to the National Congress. 

 
 
When we arrived in the plaza below the National Congress members of Via Campesino 
and the Campesino Alliance met us. 30 campesinos had begun a fast to demand the 
passage of the Transformative Integral Agrarian Law proposed by Congress members of 
the Libre party. 
 

 
 
Rafael Alegria and Wilfredo Paz, both Libre Congresspersons, as well as Juan Barahona, 
Director of the FNRP (the Frente) who participated in much of the march, all spoke of 
Chavelo and how his case represents the struggle against the corruption in Honduras. The 
sit-in became a sleep-in as many of the compass slept in the plaza under the National 
Congress and under the repressive eyes of the military police. 
 
 

   


